Aspergillosis infection in neurosurgical practice.
Fungal infections including those due to aspergillus are rare in neurosurgical practice despite their possible inclusion in many differential diagnoses. Recently, these diseases have been diagnosed with increasing frequency, principally as opportunistic infections in patients undergoing treatment for diseases resulting in immune compromise. The epidemiology is poorly understood as mycoses are not notifiable diseases. We have recently been involved in the care of seven patients with aspergillosis between 1988 and 1991. Its presentation, with abscess formation, granulomas, the rhinocerebral form, meningitis, hydrocephalus and vascular involvement, is varied. The majority of cases were seen in immunocompromised patients following haematogenous dissemination from a pulmonary or gastro-intestinal focus. Direct spread from sinus infection has also been seen. The prognosis is poor despite modern antifungal treatment, which in part reflects the primary underlying condition.